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This part looks into the early stages of the revolution where 
people were just beginning to take the streets, come together, 
and express themselves.
This part explores how protesters reclaimed spaces and la-
bored to transform them into something beautiful, creating 
alternative lives throughout the process.
This part captures some of the challenges and hardships faced, 
strategies and decisions taken to try and overcome them, and 
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 What started out as a couple of 
protests in places like Hong Kong and 
Algeria in the spring of 2019 instant-
ly rippled at a significant rate by the 
fall of that year. From Latin America, 
to the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and 
even Europe, streets everywhere were 
witnessing massive crowds mobilizing 
and expressing their frustrations with 
the status quo. These movements un-
folded at an unprecedented rate and 
magnitude that The Washington Post 
described 2019 as “the year of the 
street protesters”.  
DISCLAIMER
The following document, 99 Ways To Take Back Your City: Lessons Learned From the Insurgent Practices in the 
October 17 Revolution of Lebanon, is part of an academic exercise in the pursuit of a Master in Urban Planning 
degree at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The purpose of this book is for academic and research 
purposes; to fulfill the requirement of the set capstone project within the degree and also to look into the 
unfolding events in the Lebanon at the time. In this capstone project, material from other sources has been used 
and Mr Ibrahim has cited to the best of his ability the sources of these material. Some of these material have 
been modified and/or altered for design purposes. This poster includes some of these material whose sources 
are mentioned within the capstone’s reported documents.
Though each of these protests hap-
pened at a national level, it came 
without a surprise that the majority of 
them took place in major cities. After 
all, “the city is where it all happens”.
Worldwide, public squares, roads, 
landmarks, and other spaces in urban 
contexts got occupied. These occupa-
tions, which we will call reclamations, 
witnessed significant transformations 
as their identities and functions now 
shifted to serve those who newly in-
habited them, the protesters. 
One example of these transformations 
was in my home country, Lebanon. 
Starting October 17, 2019, I watched 
as Lebanese protesters started occu-
pying different parts of various cities 
across the country. They were reclaim-
ing what had been stolen, hidden, or 
locked away from them.
I found it interesting and necessary 
that people should come to know and 
see these protests from a more urban 
lens. Focusing less on the causes of 
the revolution and more on how it was 
played out, performed, and facilitated 
through space and spatial arrange-
ments. Looking into the intimate role 
of urban spaces for social and politi-
cal activities - for social movements - 
while also exploring how these spaces 
can facilitate or frustrate these move-
ments and political practices. 
I intended to have my project made 
useful to the countless other move-
ments across the world that are on the 
rise. I thought of putting something 
together to aid and inspire struggling 
communities to step up and take ac-
tion. Thus, this idea of making a guide-
book from all that I’ve collected on the 
Lebanese Revolution came into frui-
tion.
This guidebook lists down 99 ways 
protesters in Lebanon were capable 
of taking back their cities. I believe the 
book shares with other movements 
many significant learning points and 
experiences from the insurgent prac-
tices in Lebanon; and all whilst paying 
homage to the Revolution.
To reach out and attract a broader au-
dience and resonate with people from 
many walks of life I set my pages up 
to be more conversational, with plenty 
of visuals, and when it’s appropriate, a 
little bit of humor as well.
That being said, I hope you’re excited 
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As thousands of protesters started stepping out 
into the streets, there was nothing more reassur-
ing to them than recognizing that they are not 
alone. People from every corner of the country 
and from different walks of life got to witness 
how in one way or another,  they were all victims 
of the same system. 
Indeed, when the situation has gotten this bad, 
the first thing anyone should think about is just 
getting out there. Might have been a little over-
whelming at first, but once the straw had broken 
the camel’s back, it was inevitable that many 
would decide to just take to the streets. That’s 






Protest is when I say this does not 
please me. Resistance is when I 
ensure what does not please me 
occurs no more.COME ON OUT
This part looks into the early stages of the revolution where people were just beginning to take 
the streets, come together, and express themselves.
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IN THE OCTOBER 17, 2019 REVOLUTION OF LEBANON





 Amidst the unrests and insurgencies in countries around 
the world in 2019, many cities witnessed astonishing transfor-
mations. As spaces were being occupied by protesters, their 
urban form, function, and identity were being fundamentally 
challenged and recreated. My research looked into the differ-
ent ways protesters in the Lebanese Revolution of October 
17 reclaimed parts of their cities, what they made of them, 
and everything in between. The findings were gathered and 
structured into a document that works as a guidebook for 
people looking to reclaim their spaces. Offering them les-
sons learned from what had happened in Lebanon. The doc-
ument  though full of humor, is not one to be taken lightly.
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